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In the summer of 1851, a western Virginia innkeeper told five of his gentlemen guests that, "if you

can only reach the falls of the Blackwater, you can take more trout in an hour than you ever took

before in all your lives." The travelers answered the challenge, and hiked into the rugged and

remote valley. This first-person account of their adventure brims with joy, humor, and the majesty of

the unspoiled American wilderness.
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"Philip Pendleton KennedyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s account of this adventure makes for enjoyable reading today.

More than this, however, the book provides both an interesting glimpse into antebellum American

literary culture and an important record of the Canaan wilderness before it was despoiled by

economic exploitation. These qualities make The Blackwater Chronicle a work of lasting value."

Timothy Sweet, Professor of English, West Virginia University

This wilderness travelogue about the exploration of Canaan Valley, West Virginia was originally

published in 1853. With appeal far beyond its time and region, first editions of this chronicle reached

New York, London, and even Germany. This often humorous and always fascinating story reveals

Kennedy's journey into an unexplored territory.

Great reprint of an old favorite.
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